Mr. Macbean.
[A.D. 17
convinced by a perusal of the Preface, that this translation v, erroneously ascribed to him ; and I have found this po ascertained, beyond all doubt, by the following article in j Birch's Manuscripts in the British Museum :
•ELIS,E CARTERS. S.P.D. THOMAS BIRCH. ' Versionem (uam Examinis Crousaziani jam perlegi.     Summam s et elegantiam, et in re difficillimd proprietatem, admiralus. ' Dabam Noveml. 27° 1738 V
Indeed Mrs. Carter has lately acknowledged to Mr. Se\v^ that she was the translator of the Examen.
It is remarkable, that Johnson's last quoted letter to Mr. C concludes with a fair confession that he had not a dinner ; ; it is no less remarkable, that, though in this state of w himself, his benevolent heart was not insensible to the necessi of an humble labourer in literature, as appears from the \ next letter:
'To MR. CAVE.
[No dat, ' DEAR SIR,
'You may remember I have formerly talked with you abo Military Dictionary.    The eldest Mr. Macbean2, who was with Chambers3, has very good materials for such a work, which I have s and will do it at a very low rate4.    I think the terms of War Navigation might be comprised, with good explanations, in one Pica, which he is willing to do for twelve shillings a sheet, to be n up a guinea at the second impression.    If you think on it, I will on you with him.
' I am, Sir,
'Your humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSO: ' Pray lend me Topsel on Animals V
' Birch MSS. Brit. Mus. 4323. BOSWELL.
* See post, under Dec. 30, 1747, and Oct. 24, 1780.
3  Seeppst, 1750.
4  This book was published.    Bos->VELL.     I  have not   been  able  to find it.
5 The Historic of four-footed t and serpents. By Edward To London, 1607. Isaac Walton, i Complete Angler, more than quotes Topsel. See p. 99 in tr print of the first edition, whe says :—' As our Topsel hath great diligence observed.'
I  ; fasted for two days at a time; 'he
